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Abstract

The accelerating climate crisis is increasingly recognized as one of the greatest public health challenges,
affecting health through multiple pathways—including heatwaves, floods, infectious disease outbreaks, and
deteriorating mental health. Despite the urgency of these health impacts, Korea's health policy and systems
research (HPSR) has played a limited role in addressing climate-related health challenges, with fragmented
evidence and insufficient integration into policy and practice.

This paper conceptualizes the climate crisis as a major health challenge and explores its implications from the
perspective of HPSR. The health impacts of the climate crisis are characterized by three interrelated features:
increasing complexity of disasters, widening health inequities, and transboundary developments across
sectors and regions. Guided by Walt and Gilson’s policy triangle framework, this study identifies four priority
agendas: (1) exploring political and cultural contexts as critical health determinants, (2) strengthening
collaborative health governance, (3) building resilient and low-carbon health systems, and (4) integrating
expanded health impact assessments linked to policy processes.

By characterizing the complex nature of climate crisis's health impacts and proposing priority research
agendas, this paper urges HPSR to assume a more central role in preparing for and responding to the climate
crisis as a critical health challenge.

keywords: Climate crisis, Health impacts, Health Policy and Systems Research (HPSR), Research and
Development (R&D)
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