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Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to review research on death attitude conducted in the fields of social
sciences and public health in Korea. By synthesizing conceptual definitions, theoretical frameworks,
measurement tools, and associated factors, the study sought to examine the academic continuity from
quality of life (QoL) to quality of dying (QoD) and to derive implications for well-dying research and
practice.

Methods: A scoping review methodology was applied following the five-stage framework proposed by
Arksey and O’Malley and the PRISMA-ScR guidelines. Literature searches were conducted using
three major Korean academic databases (KISS, RISS, and DBpia) for peer-reviewed journal articles
published between 2015 and 2025. The search term “death attitude” was used. After removing
duplicates and applying inclusion and exclusion criteria, 12 studies were selected for final analysis.
Data were charted and synthesized focusing on definitions, theoretical models, measurement
instruments, and key findings.

Results: Death attitude was conceptualized as an integrated cognitive, emotional, and behavioral
disposition toward death. It was described as a multidimensional construct including negative
dimensions (fear and avoidance of death) and positive dimensions (acceptance of death). The Death
Attitude Profile-Revised (DAP-R) was the most frequently used framework, alongside psychosocial
development theory, logotherapy, Terror Management Theory, and spiritual well-being models. Key
influencing factors included illness uncertainty, self-control, health status, spiritual well-being, social
support, ego integrity, and socioeconomic resources.

Conclusion: TDeath attitude serves as a critical concept linking QoL and QoD and provides an
important foundation for promoting dignified end-of-life care and well-dying policies in public health.
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Table 1. Summary of the literature included in the analysis
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Table 2. Definition of death attitude, theory and model, measurement tools, and key factors used in the analysis
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& FAshs AdA Ao AT

2
SEtieel S8 dFE A= 29 T T
L}h A}3] A X]X]Q} A o] 21 tH13,18,20]. 7}
3] e #ATE
1%’ s ?}730] SeEcts dsheta, &
7 RN
T3]
THOR =T ARl B A7 3
F 3o 53 AREAK(peer
bereavement) A X%}, THHAFAFLE DA
HENL, E5dF Eiz%ﬁ% *J*E‘EP =

du-E8 A H4HH AP A
«LEJ- B 8¢ A2 SSHE7 7P A A
o7 Zeus ket Aol EelE upet
Zol, Hgo A 9 His grde &
3 = 7o) oAtAaT T, EE8s
AFARZ olojd 4 vk old wEt FH5F
8o 7]%5& =85 A4 ‘E_E“(care model grounded
o] Aasitl A, 7FEA}-9
/‘}'Pﬁ’okii*} T Y AAE dEer §
T 38 2=ads Aok
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sttt EA4, A T4 APHd &3 A & (Advance
Care Planning) & &4 3}3le], gxle] 7px] 9} Al
dol] A5 AAe NGEHEE sjof ol AlA,

Q&= (palliative care) FA oA 7} E7)-3F
2 YA oA AT FHS ﬂﬁli}?ﬂ 48 }
stk ol g AHA IS udGAAN =

< 9k Fa Ede vy’ E Fake %
e HAHoE HIA7IE= d gAY 985 I
Zlojtt,

B84 44T 284 g A4 25 3
SEHE ATl dEhd Fad A =
st g ARElY] HE BEe] o8] 3T
A.eodq.uFgd EMHLE BOtE Zﬂo]u}[lz].
webA AR AdeM e Se5E AdzgE
ARz JAAEE AR ESA A3
(cultural reframing) ©] ¥ & 3s}t}
£ 98 mdo], dls, A9FA s& T =
Q121 75?1 (Death Awareness Campaign), Fal
R Fe7IHe A 559 wSFIH(Life and
Death Education Week) &<, Aldl 2+ s} ==
1% (Intergenerational Dialogue on Dying) &°]
Ad & k538 thEshaud-vFa 5
solue A3 A WA, EEhH-Fud o
Ae EFoe SoHEC] FakE ook &hn, o
= A3 dAe] A 3] 5 e A (resilience) =
Fol= 7Iute] = Fojnt,

0y

¢

H

A% FeUEs e AR R
4Hﬂjhhiiﬂ@ﬁ,iﬂm+~r} #7 o]
3 FAse BeA aZolth wepd FF
qAe tea pe wen Uoz Bast 3l
oo 2ol med = itk () AAH A
9 A ALAAS TP =B A AN

AA7 =1 2 A13]4 2534

EERCEET

o)

— =1
ZeFuag, FAXS, JHEE TR
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*

:7‘7'% —‘—Oﬂ pud o =20 REARLN

‘Sl vl TE’e] ofue, SR

Sl AMS|E8t4 o % (Societal Capacny for Dying
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2 THoR W

g omlel], 2 Aol s AR ofyet
A Bt A, AT, 2dedE ATt
A Egheke] el ol#fd Har2 SoH
= e BS54 olEel= vlesglont, AT
A7 ZE BREA Aolm s Adke] mlaL b
S FEA el dAI Akl AT
53 AAATot FHATe 2 2 Hrt
7IEe] Adolstel, 54 a9 7 dRdAE
s3] Al oldid. 24, 3¢ vl T
A= Ao, ST, B B
o= 8] Azte] dwkstel] FATE AT
DAP-R H:= TH°] A7} o= Wt
w48 AelAe s eds wdsd 5
4 AA(EFEIY - F578 )E F8et] =
o] detidol wkth I AAATe A
F F7E AdHlaL AgAke] Al oEs}
T Aol o], dAHN AFS FHem A
Se7lel ofE el AT AA, AT
ATEAS = A9 FEHRE olslE A
ato] S SeeEgs AR FH-EA4EY
719, =Al a8 Zb ApelE nkgderlel
= @A . 5ol = AFE Y] E5hH S
HEEAA FH, 94 g5t F)ol AT A
Al IS WHE THsde 4] wjAE
71 ok A, B e 23238 2R 44
& ME Ao #A $(quality appraisal) =
AAA oz HrpetA &okem, O A3t 574
Aol e Aol iE BAY] FF
dite] BEHon 9FS vHE 7Hsdel A
ool AlFHS ud w, FF ATl
= () A7 AA FFE ekel 4 (subgroup

=
analysis), (i) ¥4 2 ZA dolgeo 3

The Korean Journal of Public Health

%
2

ot
10L‘

¢

2 (mixed-method integration), (iii) =% H]

w84 W Aol Wasth =

10 do mju o
o,
~ =
.]_1.4
=
o
o
o
=N
o
o
rhtl
o
i
do
ol
=
iy
2
to 2 ot

AN R of
%
X >~

References

1. Ryff, C. D., & Singer, B. (1998). The contours of
positive human health. Psychological Inquiry,
9(1), 1-28.
https://doi.org/10.1207/s15327965pli0901_1

2. World Health Organization. (1997). WHOQOL:
Measuring quality of life. Geneva, Switzerland:
World Health Organization.

3, Seligman, M. E. P., Rashid, T., & Parks, A. C.
(2006). Positive  psychotherapy. American
Psychologist, 61(8), 774-788.
https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066X.61.8.774

4. Neimeyer, R. A. (2019). Meaning reconstruction
in bereavement: Development of a research
program. Death  Studies, 43(2), 79-91.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2018.1456620

5. World Health Organization Quality of Life
Group (WHOQOL Group). (2002). The World
Health Organization quality of life assessment
(WHOQOL): Development and  general
psychometric properties. Social Science &
Medicine, 46(12), 1569-1585.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0277-9536(98)00009-4

6. Balboni T., Prigerson H. G., 2, Balboni M.,
Enzinger A., VanderWeele T., Maciejewski P.
K. (2019). A Scale to Assess Religious Beliefs in
End-of-Life Medical Care, Cancer, 125(9),
1527-1535. doi:10.1002/cncr.31946

7. Bozo O., Tunca A., Simek Y. (2009). The
Effect of Death Anxiety and Age on Health-
Promoting Behaviors: A Terror-Management
Theory Perspective, The Journal of Psychology,
143(4), 377-389. DOI: 10.3200/JRLP.143.4.377-
389

8. ¥4, PAW(2013). =29 FuA w
2 g4 a4z 2 SSHE Zo], 7HE
T

9. Wong, P. T. P. (2008). Meaning management
theory and death acceptance. In A. Tomer, G. T.
Eliason, & P. T. P. Wong (Eds.), Existential &
spiritual issues in death attitudes (pp. 65-88).
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates

17



Lee et al. KJPH, 62(2):71-88, 2025

10. Vail, K. E, Juhl, J., Arndt, J., Vess, M,
Routledge, C., & Rutjens, B. T. (2012). When
death is good for life: Considering the positive
trajectories of terror management. Personality
and Social Psychology Review, 16(4), 303-329.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1088868312440046

11. Arksey, H., & O’Malley, L. (2005). Scoping
studies: Towards a methodological framework.
International Journal of Social Research
Methodology, 8(1), 19-32.

12. &8, ¢HE1(2023). F=roldt ZHSHE
A% N 4HDAP-R) B3, #Ale)s)
ﬁ?ﬂ: %‘*J HEl Aok A A, 9(2), 347-373.

13, AAE, 2300(2020). =17 w919 F

AR AT A eA 23
2 =, F=eds), 40(6),

% o
¥ x=9s
1475-1495.

14, ¥721(2018). T4 359 Ao}
59 "o 3 AT, =l
A, 20, 25-40.

15. Wong, P. T. P., Reker, G. T., & Gesser, G.
(1994). Death Attitude Profile-Revised: A
multidimensional measure of attitudes toward
death. In R. A. Neimeyer (Ed.), Death anxiety
handbook: Research, instrumentation, and
application (pp. 121-148). Washington, DC:
Taylor & Francis.

16. |3}, H94(2018). T H2HE=S
Y. BAFo e ouFpAete] R
3 7%, 31(1), 129-149.

17. ]512 u}8] 8 (2024). SV Ale =
ol Wgh Bk gkl oviel dA: A

A
b ArIEo wiANEd, dEEtd
-, 25(6), 171-194.

18. ©]£3](2020). =919 =
37 AA7F 5 Bl l .
ol digk Bee] mirjasts o=,
=u| g 58k 24(3), 261-281.

19. A571(2015). "HIAF w2l AWYE3I
AR SeuE: A7|sAze wislad
2 FAlo7 3ar1d ) 35(4), 941-958.

. ¢ §21(2022). =318 w99 =
= 7 Aoyt el dig JYE R
g, 7ME53 53} 34(3), 64-101. DOI:
10.21478/family.34.3.202209.003

F_l[:
o2
o
o

The Korean Journal of Public Health

21. 958, ©]&oH2023). AlAFE 3~
I AW Ede] FANA FSHE]
A 3}, 28(4), 841-859.

22. ¢tFd, A2 +(2025). Aol
A T2 2B %}ZH@%
54 Apel, d=AgssA: e

2] £, 37(3), 903-932.

Aol A1) (2018). =3} F/dol dish

wete] w=Qle] S A7 B oEEo] A

2% d=wddts Seds] =

7,2018(5), 211-213.

24. Frankl, V. E. (1984). Man's Search for

Meaning: An Introduction to Logotherapy.
Simon & Schuster.

S

_|_4

¢

nbﬂéﬁ:
H.l?.if?ﬂ

o

=

@

=

25. 1385(2016). 94 AT FHH FHE
agla YA #e] 59 "ol HXe o

&, P Z el =53] =24, 16(7), 492-503.

26. Thorson, J. A, & Powell, F. C. (1988).
Elements of death anxiety and meanings of
death. Journal of Clinical Psychology, 44(5),
691-701.

27. 394(2016). FEAIA =919 =& T
& el dFS v A= 2]l g
R R

28. Stroebe, M. S., & Schut, H. (2001). Meaning
making in the dual process model of coping with
bereavement. In R. A. Neimeyer (Ed.), Meaning
reconstruction & the experience of loss (pp. 55—
73). American Psychological Association.
https://doi.org/10.1037/10397-003

29. Gross, J. J., & John, O. P. (2003). Individual
differences in two emotion regulation processes:
Implications for affect, relationships, and well-
being. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 85(2), 348-362.
https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.85.2.348

30. Neimeyer, R. A. (2019). Meaning reconstructio
n in bereavement: Development of a research pro
gram. Death Studies, 43(2), 79—
91. https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2018.1456

18


https://doi.org/10.1037/10397-003

	삶의 질(QoL)에서 죽음의 질(QoD)로: 국내 사회과학 연구에서 다뤄진 죽음태도에 대한 스코핑 리뷰
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	References


